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COLONEL, KENNEDY: 


Please read Presideafcial telcons & Gen Vogt 
telcon (after your departure last night) 

After your departured -- Sit Room brought 
up the ^'urgarbled^’ section of the 
Geij^i^Ia^ that came in yesterday. PLEASE 
NOTE -- last paragraph makes reference 
to ^'President's Monday press conference". 

I could not find the original of the two pages 
which Lora typed yesterday (HAK Probably has) 
and noting that page 2 had one correction 
(second para: "Texuh QQ phase" to 
"the 611 phase") -- I retyped page 2 and 
finished up on page 3. 


s troops will be in 
aeral Lam will try 
jrvene. I told Thieu 
in an orderly, pro- 
firepower. We 
ire since local 
er President Thieu or 


jast tip of Base Area 6ll 
experienced some rest 
n could be conducted later 
ler border operations in 
Abrams of the support 
te. Comment: This 
ase of the operation, 
d not consider it any 
package. 


Also, PLEASE NOTE, another message 

was received after midnight from General Haig. 


Wilma 


(HAVE A HAPPY DAY ! ) 


Vietnam after his troops 
n in Khe Sanh area to 
that he had been driven 
3my attack on Khe Sanh 
nd would be costly to the 
U. S. 5th Mechanized 
1. General Abrams 
: i he believed Khe Sanh 
forces left Laos and that 
: our weeks. Comment: 

I 


P. S. 


tne 


All copies of everything I have done and 
extra copies are in folder w/Lora's things. 
Bottom drawer of Sa f^ 497 - Dave’s ofc) 

battle. 


resident Thieu then stated 
rps after they are 
/ with gloomy tales of 


President Thieu stated people of South Vietnam are pleased with 
Lam Son 719. They know that although the battles have been costly, 
they are bringing trouble to the enemy and no waiting for the battles 
in their own provinces. He insisted that he will have no problems 
about the "victory" in South Vietnam. Comment: I noted from your 
cable to Ambassador Bunker that President is planning on Monday press 
conference. If you feel this is necessary, he should be aware of possible 
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Thieu went on to say that he anticipates that his troops will be in 
Laos until 5-8 April. Comment: I believe General Lam will try 
to shorten this period however events may intervene. I told Thieu 
that in my view retrograde must be conducted in an orderly, pro- 
fefsional manner maHng full utiUzation of our firepower. We 
must however, be prepared for earlier departure since local 
commanders may move more quickly than either President Thieu or 

General Abrams would prefer. 

Thieu stated he would also like to attack southeast tip of Base Area 611 
but only after his troops had left Laos and had experien^ced some rest 
and refitting. He pointed out that this operation could be conducted later 
this spring without public fanfare similar to other border operations in 
Laos. He stated that he would inform General Abrams of the suppor 
he felt might be needed from the US at later date. Comment: This 
confirmed my earlier speculation on the 611 phase of the operation. 
President Thieu may ultimately do it but I would not consider it any 
longer to be a part of the Lam Son 719 political package. 

Thieu stated he would not leave western South Vietnam after his troops 
left Laos in early April but rather would remain in Khe Sanh area to 
kaup auemy undar tL.t and to avoid infaranca that ha had bean d„v 

out of area. He stated ha would welcome an enemy ^ 

where the battle would be fought on our terms and would be costly to the 

enemy. He asked General Abrams whether the U. S. 5th Mechaniz 

Brigade would remain in Khe Sanh through April. f . 

confirmed that it would. President Thieu stated he believed Kbe S^b 
would assume a political significance after his forces left 
we should therefore remain there for three or four weeks. Comment. 

I agree with this assessment. 

Contrary to comment in my earlier message, President Thieu then stated 
he woull leave airborne in coastal areas of I ^orps after^they^are^ 
withdrawn so that they will not return to the city w g Y 

the battle. 

President Thieu stated people of South Vietnam are pleased with 
Lam Son 719. They know that although the battles have been c y, 
they are bringing trouble to the enemy and no waiting for the battle 
in their own provinces. He insisted that he will have no problems 
about the ''victory" in South Vietnam. Comment: I noted from your 
cable to Ambassador Bunker that President is planning on Monday press 
conference. If you feel this is necessary, he should be aware of poss 


TOP SECRET /sensitive/eyes ONLY 








Authority 

B-y pTl NARA Date <^ 1 ^ fO^ ; 



■ f* 



..OP SECR ET /sensitive/eyes ONLY 



fu.tu.r0 difficulties und lirxiit his comments to whnt hns been, accomplished 
thus far. He should not repeat not comment on duration of the operation 
other than to reiterate Thieu's original statement that it would be 
limited in space and duration, I will compile as complete a list of 
accomplishments as is available here and cable them to you tomorrow. 

In any event, I do not feel we need to be in the least defensive about 
Lam Son 719. It has achieved most of what we had hoped for and those 
involved here all are confident that it was well worth the price of 
admission - albeit a high one. 


Best regards. 
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